The Photographer

Steve loves the west and its national
parks. He has photographed the Rockies
from New Mexico to the Yukon, hiking
hundreds of miles, with both still and
video cameras, along the way.

The pristine waters of the coast, the
glacier topped peaks of the rockies and
the expansive open plains make Western
Canada one of is favorite subjects.

He hopes these images will inspire you
to see them for yourself.

www.synergymedia.com

The West is Big

Words and Photography by Steve Salis
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The West is Big

About this book

Photography and Words by Steve Salis

This volume is part of the Western
Portraits series of travel photography.
The other books feature the beauty and
grandeur of a specific region of the
western North America.

This volume contains my favorite images
of all my western travels.

| hope it will inspire you to explore the
west as well.

Steve Salis
July, 2011
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Emerald Falls in Yoho National Park, canoeing on Emerald Lake and the light house a the entrance of the harbor at Victoria BC.
Facing Page: Canoes on Lake Louise.









Water Fowl Lake along the Ice Fields Parkway
Facing Page: Bow Lake before an evening rain.




8 Left: the garden in front of the pricey Chateau Lake Louise in Banff National Park in Alberta, CA. Right: the Emerald Lake Bistro in Yoho
National Park, BC, CA Facing Page: Bow Lake with Num-ti-jah Lodge in the background.
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Athabasca Glacier in Jasper National Park, Alberta is a part of the Columbia Ice Field. Its the largest ice field in the northern hemisphere 11
south of the arctic circle.
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12 Sculpted treeless mountains as seen from Parker Ridge in Banff National Park. A look to the right from here is an unfettered view of one of
the glaciers flowing from the Columbia Ice Field.



Top: A short trail climbs 900 feet to a pristine landscape above an untouched Glacial valley. This is one of my favorite places. Several miles
of spur trails head in both directions along the ridge. Right top: the trail to Parker Ridge. Bottom right: the view to the trailhead.

13






Peyto Lake in Banff gets its striking color from fine dust particles suspended in the
water. The particles were scraped off rock by a moving glacier.
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Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump
Interpretive Centre

N

Hours of Operation: Open 9am.to 6 pm.
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An active church in the Yukon, the Alberta plain below the Head Smashed-In Buffalo Jump in Alberta. It has the best logo ever.



Spirit Island on Maligne Lake in Jasper National Park 17
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18 The road to Yoho National Park in BC heads west from Banff. Takakkwa Falls is 1260 feet tall



Canoes on Emerald Lake. Outdoor dining is available at the Emerald Lake Bistro, on the right. When the weather is right, this is an idyllic 19
place. One of the world's most important fossil beds is located high above on a nearby ridge.



20

Top: The Ice Field Parkway winds along the continental divide. It's the world's largest
IMAX movie. Right: Lake Louise horn blower. Left: my favorite inn- Num-ti-jah Lodge



Bow Lake at dusk from the Num-ti-jah lodge. The lodge has only 25 rooms and Conde Nast magazine says it has one of the 25 best hotel
room views in the world. I've stayed there several times and | agree. Next page: Emerald Lake

21









24

Top and Left: Moraine Lake, the short drive from Lake Louise is worth the trip. Bottom
Right: Another view of the Ice field Parkway.



Top left: Athabasca Glacier. Top right: The Prince of Whales Hotel above Waterton Lake.
Bottom left: Lake Cameron. Bottom right: Canoeing on Lake Loiise.
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The Ice Field Parkway heading to the ice fields.
Facing page: After an hour of chasing the full rainbow was where | wanted it.
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Facing page: Takakkaw Falls. Top left: just east of the divide are the vast fields of Alberta. Bottom left: the White Line train runs from 29
Skagway Alaska to the Yukon. Right: A forest in Banff.






R
.‘:_ % ‘;"xz\
2 ils -

g

e

;a;ﬁ & g
i et ! ?

Scenes from Glacier National Park. Facing page: St. Mary's Lake in Glacier National Park, Montana. Top left: St. Mary's
Falls. Big Horn Sheep on the Grinnell Glacier Trail. Bottom right: Mt. Gold, Glacier National Park.
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Two of the hundreds of water falls in Glacier NP. Left: along the Going to the Sun Road. Right: Avalanche Creek on the east side of Glacier
National Park Opposite: Kintla Lake is hidden away in the Northwest corner of Glacier National Park (GNP). Next pages: Wild Goose Island
in GNP. The Many Glacier Hotel.

33
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Right: Lake Mcdonald. Left: 2000 feet above the Swiftcurrent Valley from Swifcurrent Pass.
Opposite: Swiftcurrent Lake in front of the Many Glacier Hotel in GNP
Next pages: Fog on Swiftcurrent Lake. Fly Fishing at Bullhead Lake.

37
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Hiking over Piegan Pass
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Above: Upper Grinnell Lake with Salamander Falls and Hidden Falls 41
Next pages: 180 degree view of Grinnell Glacier









44

Lower Grinnell Lake



Left: Wild Goose Island. Above right: Scenes from the Many Glacier Valley
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Mt. Gould in the Many Glacier Valley 47

Opposite:
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Facing page: a quick snow storm decorates the peaks of the Many Glacier Valley.
Above: the road to the Town of St. Mary's. Bottom: views from trails.
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Facing page: Morning fog near the Many Glacier Hotel. Above: the
Swiftcurrent River
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Facing page: The Church in Babb
Above: the trail to Grinnell Glacier
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General Custer's grave.




et

The waters of southern BC are dotted with islands. Calm waters and numerous ports make this one of the most popular sailing areas in 55
the world.
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Left: Lunch Creek along the Going to the Sun Road. Top right: Lighthouse at the entrance of Victoria Harbor. Bottom right: a Gray Whale
near the Alaskan shore. Facing page: The Alaskan Inside Passage.
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The coasts of Hawaii



Yosemite and Mt. St. Hellens 59
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Left and top right: the giant sequoias of Yosemite are awe inspiring. Bottom right: fall in the Yukon .

Facing page: the Grand Titons before sunrise.






62 Mt. Rainier dominates the Seattle Skyline from 60 miles away. Even when you're on it its size is difficult to grasp. From this point the top is
several miles away and 9000 feet up.



Left: Quake Lake Near Yellowstone NP, Old Faithful and the Tetons
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Big Horn in Montana
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Yosemite Valley
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Above: Ridge road in Rocky Mountain NP. Bottom left: winding river in Colorado.
Bottom right: Sky Pond. Opposite: The Yosemite Valley
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Facing page: View along the Alaskan Highway in the Yukon. Top left: Yukon Mountains. Top right: Yukon house. Bottom right: Downtown 69
Car Cross, Yukon.
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The Klondike stern wheeler in Whitehorse the Yukon. Float planes are the best tool to
see the backcountry. The deck of the paddle wheeler Tutsi.



cold, sometimes in the same day, and they are always dry. So, why do the deserl‘e:@‘f“t m
west attract millions of the world's travelers every year? : , \\ : 3,
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There are beautlful dunes and canyons, powerful rivers, extinct volcanos, exposed faults and .

much more. Deserts are also natural laboratories where the erosive effects of time are f>'°°;~ -_
displayed and waiting to be studied. Bizarre shapes on an immense scale tell the story of i .
geologic forces that move continents, build and erode mountain ranges and reveal over a. B W
billion years of sedimentation records. B,

Park system's across North America provide access to these amazmg places. Intrepld S
explorers around the world are thankful. : S
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A yucca in White Sands NM, Tree remains at Mt. St. Hellen's and a petrified desert called Hell's Backbone in Utah.
Face page: Horse Shoe Bend and the Colorado River.
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Cliff Palace in Mesa Verde National Park
Facing page: Carlsbad Caverns NP.



Carlsbad Caverns New Mexico 75






Right: Antelope Canyon. White Sands NM and The Petrified Forest Facing Page: Carlsbad Caverns NP. 77
Next page: the Shafer Trail in Canyonlands NP.









Previous page: Mesa Arch in Canyonlands, NP Utah.
Above: The Navaho Trail in Bryce Canyon, NP
Facing Page: Canyonlands, NP as seen from Dead Horse Point State Park.
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Sunset above the Grand Canyon.
Facing Page: 100 years ago pioneers thought they could eek out a living mining minerals in Death Valley.






84 Native people lived and left their mark in the west long before Europeans. 20,000 petroglyphs lie in the Three Rivers
Petroglyphs Site in New Mexico .



Top left & Bottom right: White Sands of New Mexico. Top right: Utah Ranch. Bottom left: The Yukon's "Littlest Desert".
Next pages: Antelope Canyon, AZ. and Monument Valley at Sunrise.
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Cliff Palace in Mesa Verde, Colorado. These were granaries of the Anasazi . They were built 1500 years ago and occupied until about 1200
AD. No one knows for sure why they left. Left: a ladder leads to one of the many ceremonial kivas.



White Sands New Mexico and flowers in Death Valley in 2005. It had been 100 years since the flowers bloomed there. 89



Monument Valley Utah. Left: the Tear Drop, can only be visited with the aide of a Navaho guide.




Delicate Arch in Arches NP, Utah. 91
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Deadhorse Point New Moab, Utah



Monument Valley and Double Arch in Arches NP
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Facing page: the Goosenecks cut by the San Juan River in the Four Corners Region.
Top: Oahu. Bottom left: California road. Bottom right: Hubbard Glacier
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Facing page: Oahu HI. Above: an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico awaits a coming storm.







Left: Lake Mcdonald. Above right: Montana ground cover Bottom right: Trail of the Cedars, Montana. 99
Facing page: Trail of the Cedars, Montana
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100 The west is big. Thousands of miles were driven to create this book. Thankfully, many
of them look like this.



